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During the summer I participated in eight seminars with Japanese pastors) on 
the subject of Christianity and Communism. Seven of these were two-day sessiéns, 
carried on in company with two Japanese Christian leaderg and a fellow missionary, 
Miss Alice Gwinn. They were held over a wide area and were attended by pastors 
from all districts of Japan except Hokkaido. The eighth session was a summer 
school of forty pastors held at the Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. These. seminars 
are in accord with plans formulated by the Study Fellowship on Christianity and Com- 
munism in 1950-51, which Miss Gwinn and I attended. 


First a word about the organization of the seven seminars. On my return to 
Japan I followed up the original suggestion of the Presbyterian Board that we who 
attended the Study Fellowship be given an opportunity to carry on conferences and 
institutes on this subject in Japan with a proposal that Miss Gwinn and I and at 
least one Japanese student of the problem hold institutes in Japanese churches de= 
siring them, The Kyodan authorities then proposed two day seminars in overy dis- 
trict (kyoku) to be attended by representative ministers. The idca of mectings in 
churches for laymen was frowned upon as boing likely to produco controversy. Even 
so a fow laymen were usually present. A sum of seven hundred dollars was voted for 
this purpose out of unused appropriations originally contributed by the American 
Church, and this was pro-rated among the various districts, which in some cascs sup- 
plemented it with sums of their own in order that more might attend. In consulta- 
tion with Miss Gwinn and mysclf two able Japanese scholars, Mr. Watanabo amd Prof, 
Shimade, wore found as Japanese members of the tcam. Thc chairman of the Kyodan's 
"Social Cormmittcc" and the secretary in the contral office decided to travel with 
us; the first to load tho worship and preside and the sccond to attend to businoss 
dctails. it is interesting that tho chairman, in oxplaining the origin of the scmi- 
nars, alvays referred to the Japanese mombers of the toam as having been addod at 
the rogqucest of the Kyodan, although it had been our plan from the start that both 
Japanese and Amcricans should be on it. 


The Japanese members of the tcam were mon of brilliant ability and strong Chris- 
tian charactor, association with whom on crowded trains, in the intimacy of Japanese 
hotel lifc, sharing the same mosquito net on adjourning pallcts, as woll as in tho 
mectings themsclves, was one of the joys of the trip. Mr. Watanabe, an cconomist, 
head of the post-war "New Family" movement, gaincd his knowledge of Marxism first as 
a youthful radical when in opposition to Japanese militarists, he fled to China be- 
foro tho war. Later he carricd on a long struggle with communists after the war, 


when they sought to vreck the research institute of which he was head. Prof. Shimada, 


after ycars of illnoss which he utilized for study has emerged vith a thorough grasp 
of Barthian theology, of which he is an able oxponent, as wcll as wide knowledge of 
social othics. He had recontly boon given the opportunity to go to the United States 
for study, but his physicians and fricnds doubted if ho could stand the rigors of the 
Sominars, with thocir thousands of miles of travel and all attondant strain. His 
heart was so much in the work that he chose to go even though it might incapacitate 
him for his long-desircd study abroad. It scomed to some of us a special providence 
that Acspite the unstinted way in which ho gave himsclf, sometimes spcaking six hours 
in the tvio day sessions, he was able to board his ship and is now studying et the 
Chicago Theological Seminary. 


The program in cach institute usually consistod of an analysis of communist 
theory and practicc, including thcir tactics in Japan, a discussion of advances to- 
vard economic justice in the free countrics, and of the Christian rosponse to Com- 
munism in Japan, Full time was allowed for qucstions, which were cagcrly rcaisod. 


uo 


As the average group was about forty in number, the sessions revealed a cross section 
of Japanese ministerial thinking upon this subject. 


The significance of the discussions was enhanced by the context of events in 
which it was held. A few weeks before, Japen had emerged from five years of mili- 
tary occupation, soon to be followed by the May Day riots and other outbreaks against 
foreigners. Before the institutes were concluded the Diet had passed the bitterly 
contested "subversive activities control bill", with its clear Parco democratic 
liberties. Meanwhile, as Mr. Watanabe usually pointed out in his analyses, the com- 
munists were confidently predicting the first phase of the revolution in Japan for 
the spring of 1953, when it is expected that unemployment may rise to ten million. 


The following are some of the impressions which stand out as I look back upon 
the seminars’ 


l. Distrust of capitalism. JI think especially of certain young graduates of the 
Union Seminary whom I got to know as students. Now they are fighting the battle as 
ministers of the Word in villages and towns, at a sacrifice which few western mini- 
sters have to make. The word "hopoless" in refcronce to the present cconomic situ- 
ation was frequently on their lips. The heart of the problem for them is tho “ir- 
rationality" of capitalism; its necessary clement of cxploitation, its failure to 
utilize God's material gifts for the common good, its class struggle, which condi- 
tions all of cultural life. There was little intorest in Amorican rcforms, social 
security, TVA, otc. The general impression was that these arc not applicable in 
Japan. One rural ministcr whom I have known for twenty years asked in‘effcct, "So 
long as these monstrous evils, war, poverty, exploitation, go unchallenged, what is 
the usc of preaching?" I happen to knov that this man's total cash income is about 
O15 per month, of which ncarly half is carned by his own labor as a farmcr. Onc 
child is ill with tuborculosis. I have visitcd this man's parish and know of his 
dcvotion to the Gospel. He has three small churches. 


2. Fear of war. Tho form of social action in which the largest group of Japanese 
Christians are united is a campaign for peace. This involves opposition to re- 
armamont and to the proposed change in the constitution, which renounces the usc of 
military force. The oldcr men scom to focl the necd of some kind of military pro- 
toction against oxtcrnal aggrcogjon, but to the younger ones war was the ultimate 
evil. The concept of preventing war through the creation of a situation of strcongth 


on the part of the free world met with little understanding, 


3. Anti-dmorican feoling. Wovhere did Miss Guinn or I fccl that this was dircctcd 
against us porsonally. On the contrary, I fclt that it was the power of the Gospel 
working to transform national backgrounds that made it possible for our brethren to 
speak as frankly as they did bcforc us. But thcro is no denying that a now atti- 
tude, fed alike by pont-up cmotion and objcctive devclopments, is appearing. Tho 
treaty, with its accompanying ambiguous administration agreement, extra-tcrritorial- 
ity, and lease of more than 1000 installations to the U.S., is ono cause. Anothor 
is the behaviour of the American military forccos, past and presont. Over and over 
the issuo of the war babdics, fathered by Amcrican soldicrs, whose number is cstimated 
as high as 200,000 camo to the fore. Couplod with this was the blatant practice of 
prostitution at military bases. I am told that the communists post signs in these 
areas attacking the Amcrican soldicrs for dobauching Japanese womon. (Z have cited 
some oxtracts from Japanese magazines on this matter in an article in the fall Japan 
Christian Quarterly, onhtitled, "Evangclism and the Current Social Situation"), If 
this continucs may it not drive into the background the consciousness of other and 
better Amcrican characteristics? Many questions revealed the tondency noted by 
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Reinhold Niebuhr in his recent book, "The Irony of American History", namely, that 

of ascribing American wealth to her exploitation of other peoples. One man asked 
about "American vandalism", using the English word to make his meaning plain. An- 

other asked if capitalists sent missionaries (to propagandize for capitalism) or if 
Christians sent them! Another revealed his assumption, which scemed to bo shared 
by others in the group, that Americans had to make war in order to keep the cconomy 
going. Those are extreme examples, but the question of another, Why are not mise 
Sionarics more critical of Amcrican policy, was probably in the minds of many. 


In this connection though it docs not belong in the roport propor, I might add 
that I saw the so-called atomic bombing cxhibit when it was given in my noighbor- 
hood last summer while the seminars wore going on. It not only utilized vory ghast- 
ly official photographs of the wounded and dead victims of thc bombing in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, but also featured great cciling~high murals showing an artist's con- 
ception of the suffcrors, nude bodics of the dead and dying, ctc. The cffcct was 
like a previow of hell and could never be forgotton. Tho day I was there 2,000 
people had come, paying ten yon a-picce to sec the pictures, Tho university 
student who guided mo said that most of thosc who came in wound up with the resolve 
that the perpstrators of this crime should be punished. Some of these pictures, 
coupled with criticisms of Amcrica and praising Communism have been shown oven in 
our Christian institutions this fall as a part of the "Pcace Campaign", 


4.e Hope in Communism. I haston to add that this is the position of only a small 
minority of ministcrs. My collcaguc on the toam put it at about 10% -- I would say 
20%. This docs not mcan unqualificd accoptance of Communism or the position of 
Japan's "Red Pastor", Mr. Akaiva, who announccd his readiness to join the Communist 
Party. It docs mcan that this group looks for amelioration of present cvils to come 
out of communism rathcer than out of tho licst. Some went to desperate lengths to show 
the possibility of Christianity undcr Communism, one man saying that if tho worship 
of God were prohibited one could still wiorship the man, Josus. Back of this attitude 
is a bolicf, shared by morc than the minority I have mentioned, that all truc social 
scicnce is Marxian social scicnceo. The acutoness of the population problom was often 
refcrred to, somctimes bcing couplcd with the statement that while the_U.S. is doing 
nothing constructive to solve it, Russia would provide a solution, if Japan entered 
hor orbit, by allowing the Japanese freely to onter Manchuria, Anothcr question 
revealed the assumption that all opposition to Communism meant supporting fcudalisn. 


5. The necessity of Social Democracy. I think it is fair to say that this is tho 
ninimun political domand of the majority to whom wo talked. Of course, it is various- 
ly defined, but in the minds of the articulate members of tho institutes it ccrtain- 
ly gocs beyond reformed capitalism or a "mixed cconony". For thom it is the answor 
to the demand propounded by ono of. their number: "The Church must have somothing to 
say to human misory." 


6. Some constructive proposals. Not too much of the discussion involved any posi- 
tive progran, but my notobook shows the following omphases, which were urged with 
enthusiasm. (c) More factory evangelism, and a conference for industrial evangelists 
and lay workers sonevhat similar to the Farmors' Gospel Schools. (b) The special 
importance of Christian work among high school students, who aro thinking their way 
through porsonal and s».cial problems and cagerly respond to help. (c) A travcling 
library for Christian workers dcoaling with social probloms. (d) Christian colls in 
factorics. The man who proposed this said he had urged it but tho idea was killed 
because it involved too much interdonominational cooperation, (c) The neod of 

more social research. (f) The necd of more conferences such as those. 
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I camo back from theso institutes focling the delicacy of the problem involved 
when an American Christian attempts to discuss Communism with Japanese Christians. 
I folt there was a lurking suspicion among some of our hearers that we were apolo- 
gists for the U.S. How much the efforts of us two Amoricans were appreciated I 
cannot say. It is interesting that we were not invited to a two-day conference of 
intolloctuals on tho same subject, hold under the same auspices as our institutes. 
I understand that one missionary who has taken an active stand in opposing the 
administrative agreement and other aspects of the treaty objectionable to the Japan- 
ese was present. 


I also fcel more strongly than beforo that Communism is a false religion, to 
which the only truce answer is faith in Christ. Tho Christian view of human nature 
js tho only vantage point from which an offective criticism of Communism's final 
claims can bo made. To help ministers undorstand the crrors of Communism mcans to 
holp thom understand bottor the faith they profess. 


Yot at the samc time the answer to Communism is the Christian social witness. 
Tho struggic for justice as the Christian scos it must be waged ceasclessly as a 
part of his witness, and as the fruit of repentance for past neglect. 4 Japancse 
Christian social sciontist writes: "The history of Japanese Christianity for the 
past eighty yoars in a word has peon a history of retreat, amd on that account a 
history of compromise and of conformity to the environment." Failure to assert 
the Lordship of Christ in the cconomic and social roalms -- a failure that has its 
Source in a retreat from these same realms on the part of western Christians-- makes 
such 2 criticism possible. It is important to sce that for the Christian, passion- 
ate, whole-hcarted devotion to Christ and all-out offort in the fight for social 
justice are not mutually ocxclusive, but aro corrclative, cach implying or strengthen= 
ing the othor, In othor words, if we are to ansvior Communism wo must look both 
to the root and to tho fruit of faith. 


Ian thankful to have had the privilege of taking part in these institutes. 


T am convinced that wo must kcep up the conversation-of Christians of all possible 
countrics and races upon this subjcct. 
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